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WESTERN POWER - DISTRIBUTION HEADWORKS SCHEME 

475. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer the minister to his distribution headworks scheme, which was recently released for public comment. 

(1) Is the minister aware that a recent quote for power to be connected to a new car wash in Denmark 
includes a headworks charge of $28 000 on top of the usual connection costs? 

(2) Is the minister aware that if the Supa IGA store in Denmark was to connect to power today under the 
new headworks scheme, it would have to pay more than $600 000 in headworks charges? 

(3) Is the minister aware that examples like these will be repeated right across regional Western Australia 
in areas which are serviced by the south west interconnected system and which are further than 
25 kilometres from a substation? 

(4) Does the minister believe that these exorbitant costs are fair and reasonable and should be shouldered 
by our regional small businesses? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

(1)-(4) I thank the member for his question.  I am aware of the issue of the cost of connecting power to the car 
wash because it was brought to my attention this week.  The $28 000 contribution is specifically for the 
headworks and the capital contribution that it needs to make.  The member should bear in mind the 
amount the business would be paying had this headworks charge not been in place; it would probably 
run into the hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  That is exactly what would have occurred.  I am unaware of the issue regarding the IGA 
store, but I will find out more about it on the member’s behalf.  I certainly am aware of another development in 
Denmark that was brought to my attention only today concerning the proposal for the Ocean Beach Caravan 
Park, which the member also could have used as an example and which has a significant cost associated with it.  
That may go to the actual cost of connecting a significant number of houses that may appear on that site.  
Nevertheless, the size of that headworks charge also concerns me and I will raise that matter with Western 
Power.  Despite some of the issues that have been raised by the member for Stirling with respect to headworks, I 
add that it is not all doom and gloom.  The member for Capel is a very strong supporter of our headworks charge 
and our proposition. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  I am? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  He is a very strong supporter of it because he used my press release in its entirety and he 
just changed the name on the top of the press release to his own and had it published in two newspapers in the 
south west, one of which was the Collie Mail. 
Dr S.C. Thomas interjected.   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Member for Capel, I have no problems whatsoever.  He knows what they say about 
plagiarism. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  Tell the truth. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Please, in future, use my press releases. 
 


